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	Philosophy



The Death of God and the Meaning of Life
2014–15
Code : UZRPMX-30-1
Lectures and Seminars: Michael Lewis & Will Stronge.

e-mail: Mike.lewis@uwe.ac.uk & William.Stronge@live.uwe.ac.uk 
Telephone 0117 3284520. Internal: 84520
Office: 3E013 (Frenchay campus) & Will Stronge’s tbc.
Office hours: Tuesday 10am-11am (there’s no need to book, please just turn up)
Lecture: Tuesday 11am-12pm, Room: 3E24 (Frenchay campus)
Seminars: Tuesday, 1pm (Room: 4B016), 3pm (Room: 4D07)  
[please attend only the seminar that your online timetable says is yours]
AIMS
The course will provide an account of Kantian and post-Kantian philosophy with particular attention to the phenomenon of ‘nihilism’ (which follows from the ‘death of god’), and then move on to address existentialism and —more broadly— ‘existential philosophy’ understood as one possible set of responses to nihilism. 


It traces this crucial strand of twentieth century Continental European philosophy back to a debate which took place around the work of Immanuel Kant towards the end of the 1700’s, in which the problems of the ‘death of god’ and ‘nihilism’ were first introduced into philosophy. With Kant’s decisive refutation of the ‘ontological proof’ for the existence of god, among other things, it became impossible to postulate god as the source of the meaning of human existence. This absence of sense, which is also an absence of (universally shared) values, was given the name ‘nihilism’. 


Then we shall examine how thinkers and writers of the nineteenth and twentieth century responded to the threat of nihilism. These thinkers and writers may be regarded as the historical precursors of the twentieth century Existentialists. Here we shall examine Kierkegaard, Dostoevsky, Nietzsche, and the early twentieth century writers, Rilke and Kafka. The question of the relation between philosophy and literature will frequently be raised here.


Then in the second term, we shall turn to the twentieth century itself and Existentialism proper. Here we shall explore how, in the 1900’s, the so-called existentialists proposed a set of answers to the problem of nihilism, thus giving a ‘meaning to life’ even after the ‘death of god’. Here we shall study the work of Ortega y Gasset, Heidegger, Sartre, and Camus.

READING

***Book to buy***: Walter Kaufmann, (ed.) (1975), Existentialism: From Dostoevsky to Sartre. (Revised and expanded edition). New York: Meridian. 


The readings for the first four weeks will be available online, on the course website (‘Blackboard’). This should give you time to seek out a copy of Kaufmann’s Existentialism.

(Any future readings not to be found in the Kaufmann text will be available on Blackboard and in the University library. If you do use the electronic versions, print them out and bring them to lectures and seminars, along with any notes you’ve taken from them.)

BUY THE SET TEXT ONLINE AT:  http://www.abebooks.co.uk/      http://www.bookdepository.co.uk/           https://www.amazon.co.uk/      


(I recommend you get an inexpensive second hand copy through Abebooks or Amazon).

TEACHING
The course is taught by means of lectures and seminars.


In lectures, I present to you the material that you’ll need to make sense of the text, which we will then discuss, along with the ideas which it contains, in the much smaller seminar groups. The seminar groups are a time for you to raise questions to each other, to share your experiences with the reading, and to learn to speak comfortably and articulately about philosophical matters.
‘EXTRA ACTIVITIES’
Visiting Speakers and Philosophy Film Club.
On your timetable there may be an hour associated with this course, designated as ‘Extra Activities’.


These refer to the many other activities that we in Philosophy organise for you. They are completely optional, but you might well enjoy them.

(Note that due to the complexities of timetabling these events, these activities don’t actually all take place during the hour designated on your timetable, but at various times throughout the week and indeed throughout the year.)


The primary activities we organise are the Philosophy Visiting Speaker Series, on Wednesday afternoons at 4pm (on even weeks), and the Philosophy Film Club, on Monday afternoons at 5pm (on odd weeks).


So, the talks take place on even weeks, on Wednesday from 4pm-5:30pm in the Lady Chapel, St. Matthias Campus, and the Film Screenings take place on odd weeks, on Monday from 5pm, in the Chapel Lecture Theatre, St. Matthias.

In addition to these extra activities, I am always happy to see you in my office, during my office hour or at any other time I can make (there’s no need to book ahead), and if you’re more happy with an online chat, we can arrange that too, if you let me know in advance. 


I’ll say some more about all this in the lectures and seminars.
*ESSAYS AND EXAMS*
The course is assessed by two essays (2000 words each), one each term, and one exam (3 hours) in the summer.

Term 1 Essay Deadline: Wednesday, December 3rd, 2014 (Week 11), 2pm.

Term 2 Essay Deadline: Wednesday, April 1st, 2015 (Week 11), 2pm. TBC!!
ESSAYS ARE SUBMITTED ONLINE.
***SEE A FEW PAGES FURTHER DOWN FOR MORE ADVICE ON HOW TO WRITE ESSAYS****
ESSAY QUESTIONS
(If you are very keen to write on another topic with another question, just propose it to me before you start working on it, in person or by e-mail.)
Term 1
1) How does Kant refute the ontological argument for the existence of God? Is his argument successful? (please don’t do this essay question! – everyone writes on the ontological argument!)

2) Why does Kant think it important for philosophy to investigate the ‘conditions of possibility’ of experience?

3) According to Kant, is metaphysics possible, and if so, what form would it take? Contrast traditional rationalistic metaphysics with Kant’s own ‘transcendental’ project.

3) b) According to Kant, reason is compelled by its own principles to stray beyond the bounds of experience; this straying produces traditional rationalist metaphysics. How does Kant respond to this tendency of reason, and thus to traditional metaphysics?

4) Critically assess Jacobi’s reading of Kantian philosophy as ‘nihilistic’.

5) What is Dostoevsky trying to say in his ‘Notes from Underground’?

6) Why is the singular individual so important for Kierkegaard?

7) What is the significance of ‘dread’ (or ‘anxiety’) for Kierkegaard?

8) What does Nietzsche mean by ‘nihilism’ and what is his solution to it?

9) ‘God is dead. God remains dead. And we have killed him’. Analyse this passage from Nietzsche’s Gay Science.

10)  What is ‘the will to power’? How does it relate to the ‘will to survive’?
(Word limit: 2000 words)
(Term 1 essay deadline: Wednesday, December 3rd, 2014 (Week 11), 2pm)
Term 2
1) Why is Ortega y Gasset critical of the notion of ‘substance’ or ‘thing’?
2) What does Heidegger mean by ‘existence’? 

3) Why does Heidegger use the word ‘Dasein’ to describe the human being? What is Dasein?

4) How does Heidegger’s understanding of ‘Being’ differ from the traditional understanding that derives from Aristotle? 

5) Why is death significant for Heidegger?

6) What does Sartre mean when he says that man’s essence is his existence?

7) Describe the basic features of consciousness and self-consciousness for Sartre. Reconstruct the process by which he arrives at these features.

8) Why does Sartre find the experience of being looked at so important?

9)  What does Camus mean by ‘absurdity’? Describe and criticise his position.

10) Is suicide the ‘one truly serious philosophical problem’?
(Word limit: 2000 words).
(Term 2 essay deadline: Wednesday, April 1st 2015, 2pm)
LECTURES and READING
*

Term 1
(Term begins on Monday 22nd September 2014)
PART I — ON NIHILISM (The Death of God)
Week 1. The Ontological Proof and the Role of God in Philosophy.
Reading: St. Anselm (1033-1109), Proslogion, Chapters 2 & 3 http://www.logoslibrary.org/anselm/proslogion/102.html
Week 2. Immanuel Kant’s Refutation of the Ontological Proof.
Reading: Kant (1724-1804), ‘The Impossibility of an Ontological Proof of the Existence of God’ (Critique of Pure Reason, A 592-603/B 620-31) (Available on Blackboard)

Week 3. Kant’s Philosophy.
Reading: Kant, Prolegomena to any Future Metaphysics, Conclusion: On the Determination of the Bounds of Pure Reason. Further reading: Prolegomena, Solution of the General Question of the Prolegomena (Available on Blackboard)

Week 4. F. H. Jacobi (1743-1819) on the nihilistic consequences of Kant’s idealism.
Reading: Simon Critchley, Continental Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction, Chapter 2, ‘Origins of Continental Philosophy: How to get from Kant to German Idealism’ (Available on Blackboard).
PART II —A HISTORY OF EXISTENTIALISM (An Alternative to Nihilism)
Week 5. Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855). 
Reading: Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling (the first half) (Available on Blackboard)

Further Reading: Kierkegaard, ‘On His Mission’, ‘On His Works, ‘On His Mode of Existence’, ‘“That Individual”’ in Kaufmann 
Week 6. Kierkegaard II. 

Reading: Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling (the second half) (Available on Blackboard)

Further Reading: Kierkegaard, ‘Dread and Freedom’, ‘Authority’, ‘“Truth is Subjectivity”’ in Kaufmann (revised edition)
Week 7. The Russian novel of the Nineteenth Century. The Question of Philosophy and Literature. Fyodor Dostoevsky (1821-1881).
Reading: Dostoevsky, ‘Notes from Underground’ in Kaufmann

Week 8. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900). God is dead and we have killed Him.
Reading: Nietzsche, ‘“The Challenge of Every Great Philosophy”’, ‘“The Gay Science”’, ‘On Free Death’, in Kaufmann
Week 9. Nietzsche II.
Reading: Nietzsche, ‘The Beginning of The Will to Power’, in Kaufmann
Week 10. Nietzsche III (+ How to construct an Essay).
Reading: Nietzsche, ‘From Ecce Homo’, in Kaufmann.
[Essay Deadline: Wednesday, December 3rd 2014 (Week 11), 2pm.]
Week 11. A Return to Literature. The Early Twentieth Century. Franz Kafka (1883-1924) and Rainer Maria Rilke (1875-1926). 
Reading: Kafka: ‘Before the Law’, in Kaufmann.

 Rilke: ‘The Note[book]s of Malte Laurids Brigge’, in Kaufmann.

(If you’re short of time, just focus on the Kafka.)

Week 12.  Retrospective: The Ontological Proof, The Death of God, Nihilism, The Response to Nihilism, The History of Existentialism.
Reading: Time to catch up on any reading you have missed in previous weeks.
* * *

Term 2
(Term begins on Monday 19th January 2015)
PART III — EXISTENTIAL PHILOSOPHY (The Meaning of Life)
Week 1. José Ortega y Gasset (1883-1955).
Reading: Ortega, ‘History as a System’ (Available on Blackboard), pp.165-99
Week 2. Ortega y Gasset II
Reading: Ortega, ‘History as a System’ (Available on Blackboard), pp. 199–233 (some of this part of the text is available under the title, ‘Man has no Nature’ in Kaufmann [Revised edition])
Week 3. Martin Heidegger (1889-1976). The Question of Being.
Reading: Heidegger, Being and Time, p. 19 (the unnumbered opening section), ¶1, ¶9 (Available on Blackboard)


Further Reading: Heidegger, Fundamental Concepts of Metaphysics, ‘Preliminary Appraisal’, Chapter 3, up to the end of Section 12.
Week 4. Heidegger II. World, the ready-to-hand, the present-at-hand
Reading: Being and Time, ¶15 (Available on Blackboard)


Further Reading: Lewis and Staehler, Phenomenology: An Introduction, Chapter 5.
Week 5. Heidegger III. Dasein, Being-in-the-world.
Reading: Heidegger, The Concept of Time, first half (Available on Blackboard)

Week 6. Heidegger IV. From Birth to Death. The Question of Time. The Question of Being.
Reading: Heidegger, The Concept of Time, second half (Available on Blackboard)

Further Reading: Lewis And Staehler, Phenomenology: An Introduction, Ch. 6.
Week 7. Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980). On Consciousness. Intentionality and Significance. 
Reading: Sartre, ‘Existentialism is a Humanism’ in Kaufmann

Week 8. Sartre II. Non-objectifying Self-Consciousness.
Reading: Sartre, ‘Self-Deception’ [i.e. ‘Bad faith’] in Kaufmann

Week 9. Sartre III. The Ontology of Existentialism: Being and nothingness, being-in-itself and being-for-itself. The Look. 
Reading: Sartre, Being and Nothingness, Part Three, Chapter One, IV, ‘The Look’, pp. 252-302 (Available on Blackboard)

Week 10. Albert Camus (1913-1960). Absurdity.
Reading: Camus, The Myth of Sisyphus, Part I, ‘An Absurd Reasoning’ (Available On Blackboard)


Alternatively, a tiny extract from The Myth of Sisyphus is available in Kaufmann.

[Essay Deadline: Wednesday, April 1st 2015, 2pm.]
Week 11. Camus II. Man in Revolt.
Reading: Camus, The Rebel, Ch. 1, ‘The Rebel’, Ch. 2, ‘Metaphysical Rebellion’ (just the ‘Nihilism and History’ section), Ch. 5, ‘Thought at the Meridian’. (Available On Blackboard)

Week 12. Retrospect. Twentieth Century Existentialism from Ortega y Gasset to Heidegger, Sartre, and Camus. Conclusions. Revision. Exam Advice.
Reading: (Time to catch up with anything that you’ve missed, particularly from the section on Camus, where the readings are quite substantial.)

How to write References and Bibliographies and How to Format your Essay
The importance of referencing: Every claim that you make about what a certain person thinks or says must be supported by a reference to a published text. This is important to demonstrate that the claim is substantiated and to indicate that you have carried out some independent research, and that you are giving credit to the one who did the work in the first place 

If you don’t give references for a citation, you also run the risk of being accused of plagiarism, which is to say the claiming another’s work as your own, even if you didn’t intentionally do this.

It is also important because University is also a training in the conventions of the academy. The model for your essays should always be the published articles you read in respected journals. Try to approximate their conventions and general manner.

Never quote lecture notes
The problem with using lecture notes is that in a certain way lectures are bad essays. They are based on a great deal of knowledge and years of experience, but they aren’t obliged to reference their claims, or even to quote. So they abide by different standards to those which govern the academic essay. And this is all apart from questions of ownership — which is why if someone else says something, when you quote or paraphrase them, you must attribute it, (e.g. Smith 2014, 23). The essay has to be your own words, and your own understanding and interpretation. 

Referencing 

Reference each quotation you give and every claim that you make by referring to a text that supports it.

Use the ‘Harvard’ system: (Nietzsche, 1986, 23), i.e. (author’s surname, year of publication, page number), in parentheses ( ). You must include all three details each and every time.
* * *

Bibliography
Books

Nietzsche, Friedrich (2001), Twilight of the Idols. Trans. Douglas Smith. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

[n.b. italicise book titles, don’t surround them in apostrophes. Include the translator (‘Trans.’), if there is one. Note the publisher’s details: they include the place of publication (i.e. the town/city).]

Journal Articles

Smith, Richard (2011), ‘Nietzsche’s Vision of Life’ in Mind Vol. 1 No. 3 (Autumn 2011), pp. 23–47.
[n.b. the title of the article should be in apostrophes and not italicised. In this example, ‘Mind’ is the name of the journal. Journals are organised into ‘volumes’ (one per year) and in each volume/year three or four different journal issues are published (= ‘numbers’). Also give the date, and then the range of pages which contain the article in question] 

Book Chapters in Edited Collections

Smith, Richard (2003), ‘Kierkegaard’s Theory of the Leap of Faith’ in Christopher Spink (ed.), Kierkegaard and Theology. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.
[n.b. don’t italicise the title of the chapter, surround it in apostrophes. Note the name of the book’s editor is not reversed, it has forename first, then surname, unlike the author. (ed.) stands for ‘editor’. If there’s more than one, make it (eds.). Then give the book title and publication details.]

* * *

Formatting
- Number the pages of your essay.

- Add your student number to the running header at the top of the page.

- Double space your essay.

- Indent the first line of each paragraph. Don’t separate paragraphs by line spaces.

- Use a twelve point font, Times New Roman for preference.

- If submitting online (as you will for most modules, via the Blackboard system), save the file as a standard Microsoft Word document (.doc).
* * *

General Essay Writing Advice

Avoid the internet: the rule is: don't use any sources that *don't* have page numbers.... (maybe we can make an exception for the Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy: but even that smacks of laziness. The library and books must be consulted). A supplementary rule: only access online what you get through the UWE library catalogue. Very few if any marks will be given for anything else.

Refer to the primary texts (And other texts) more. Try and use at least one quotation every two paragraphs. Probably more. Not for the sake of it, or to duplicate what you've just said, but to support it and add to it. So say something, support it by a quotation from the person you're talking about, give a full reference for that quotation (author, year, page(s)), and then analyse the quotation. Ask what it's saying, what it means, and what justifies it in what it's saying.

In general, all claims you make about someone have to be backed up by a reading of the primary texts, and secondary texts. This is the distinction between university work and everyday discourse: what we say needs to be justifiable and verifiable. The way it's verified is by giving page references to the text which it is drawing upon. That's essential.

’s - apostrophe s marks the possessive case. Something's belonging. The exception to the rule is ‘it’s’ which means ‘it is’. ‘Its’ is the possessive form of ‘it’. Learn how ’s works. In general, it’s easy. If you just remember, whenever you speak about something belonging to something else, you need ’s on the end. EXCEPT when you're talking about ‘it’ (and a few other exceptions like ‘your’ (you’re = you are).
FURTHER READING

See the bibliography towards the end of this Guide.
Marks
At university we mark using percentages. But with the twist that almost no-one ever gets over 80%.

Marks are divided into ‘classes’. Your final degree as a whole will be classified in the same way.
70+    = First Class (1) = a ‘First’

60-69 = Upper Second Class (2:1) = a ‘Two: One’

50-59 = Lower Second Class (2:2) = a ‘Two: Two’

40-49 = Third Class (3) = a ‘Third’

0-39   = Fail
Essay/Assignment Marks and Feedback

We’ll try to get essay feedback to you within four weeks. If you find they’re not up online in that time, please do write to let us know.

Library and Research
Using the UWE Library

Most of the philosophy stock in on Floor 3 of the library. This is one flight of stairs up from the library entrance, which is on Floor 2. Diagonally and to the right of the nearest staircase to the library entrance. Hence the books are on the same level as the Department itself. 

Also explore the journals which are a little further beyond the set of eight or nine shelves almost exclusively dedicated to philosophy books, and be aware that Ancient Philosophy and other sub-divisions within philosophy might be separated by a few shelves from other areas, so don’t give up too soon.

Each floor of the library has a different character, with some floors designated as quiet, others as silent. Please respect absolutely these designations. No library is a social space. If others are disturbing the peace, you are fully within your rights to silence them.
Independent research: One of the most important things to learn at university is the meaning of ‘independent research’. This will involve going to the library, along with many real and virtual bookshops, and browsing the catalogue and the shelves to discover  what is out there.


The first thing you need to do is to begin independently searching in the library catalogue (http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/library/) for journal articles and books that are relevant to the topics you study each week. This means going well beyond the confines of the set reading and even further reading. The more independent work you do, the more you’ll understand, and the better you’ll be.


(Note that it will be very difficult to get a high mark in the essays without consulting at least four or five texts beyond the essential reading.)

Using other University libraries
As a member of a university you are part not just of that particular university but of the entire United Kingdom ‘academy’. One effect of this is that you are entitled to use the libraries of almost every other University in the U.K. You just need to fill in a short form to use the scheme known as ‘SCONUL’ (Society of College, National and University Libraries).

http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/library/visitingthelibrary/visitingotherlibraries.aspx.

Using Public Libraries
The UWE library card also lets you use various local public libraries. See http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/library/visitingthelibrary/visitingotherlibraries.aspx
Inter-library loans
If the UWE library doesn’t have an article or book that you need, you can ask the library to order it from another university’s library or even the British Library in London. This is called the ‘Inter-library Loan’ service. It is available for second and third year students, as well as postgraduates. Requests can be made online here:
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/library/usingthelibrary/borrowthings/obtainfromoutsideuwe.aspx.
Using the Internet (or not)
***Under no circumstance should you use information taken from a website for any assessed work in philosophy. No internet source is valid save on-line journals accessed explicitly via the university web catalogue (http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/library/.), provided they are (as with all citations) explicitly and correctly referenced.***


(The only possible exception to this (still to be avoided if possible) are online encyclopaedias from reputable publishers and Universities such as Routledge and the Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy.)
**If it doesn’t have page numbers, it usually isn’t something you should be quoting**

You need to get used to using their search engines which will sift through the many journal articles that the library has available. You can then find and, if necessary, recall or reserve, books which might contain chapters that are relevant to your work.

**Trust the catalogue, not what’s on the shelf: the crucial book might be out, but you can ‘request’ it, and it will be returned for you.**
‘E-books’. Cambridge Companions: **If you find all of the relevant books are out of the library at the last minute, you can still refer to certain books that are online in their entirety ​— so-called ‘e-books’: One very trustworthy set of e-books is the set of Cambridge Companions to… which are all available through the UWE library system: http://cco.cambridge.org/**. These are almost always excellent, and they cover almost every philosophical topic and figure under the sun.

Bibliography
 Essential Reading
St. Anselm, Proslogion. Available at http://www.logoslibrary.org/anselm/proslogion/102.html [accessed 17/9/2013]
Camus, Albert (2004 [1942]), ‘The Myth of Sisyphus’ in The Plague, The Fall, Exile and the Kingdom, and Selected Essays. Trans. Justin O’Brien. London/New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

— (1971 [1951]), The Rebel. Trans. Anthony Bower. London: Penguin.

Critchley, Simon (2001), Continental Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Heidegger, Martin The Concept of Time (1992 [1924]). Trans. William McNeil. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell. 
— (1962 [1927]), Being and Time. Trans. John Macquarrie and Edward Robinson. Oxford: Blackwell.

— (1995 [1929–30), The Fundamental Concepts of Metaphysics: World, Finitude, Solitude. Trans. William McNeill and Nicholas Walker. Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana UP.
Kant, Immanuel (1929 [1781/87]), Critique of Pure Reason. Trans. Norman Kemp Smith. Basingstoke: Macmillan.

— (1977 [1783]), Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics. Trans. Paul Carus & James W. Ellington. Indianapolis: Hackett.

Kaufmann, Walter (ed.) (1975), Existentialism From Dostoevsky to Sartre (Revised and Expanded). New York: Meridian.

Kierkegaard, Søren (1983 [1843]), Fear and Trembling. Trans. Edna H. Hong & Howard V. Hong. Princeton: Princeton UP.
Lewis, Michael & Staehler, Tanja (2010), Phenomenology: An Introduction. London: Continuum.

Ortega y Gasset, José (1962), History as a System and Other Essays Toward a Philosophy of History. Trans. Helene Weyl. New York: Norton. 
Sartre, Jean-Paul ( 1989 [1943]). Being and Nothingness: An Essay on Phenomenological Ontology. Trans. Hazel Barnes. London: Routledge.
Further Reading
(Please note that this list couldn’t possibly be exhaustive, however hard it tried. You need to look beyond it, in the library, and through the library catalogue, and in bookshops.)

TERM 1
Weeks 1 and 2

The ontological proof
St. Anselm (1973), The Prayers and Meditations of St. Anselm. Trans. Benedicta Ward. Harmondsworth: Penguin.

Descartes, René (1996), Meditations on First Philosophy. Trans. John Cottingham. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Hegel, G.W.F. ( 2007 [1829]), Lectures on the Proofs of the Existence of God. Ed. and trans. Peter C. Hodgson. Oxford: Oxford UP.
Heidegger, Martin (1982), The Basic Problems of Phenomenology. Trans. Albert Hofstadter. Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, Chapter 1.

—  (1997 [1929]), Kant and the Problem of Metaphysics. Trans. Richard Taft. Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana UP [‘UP’ is the abbreviation for ‘University Press’].
— (1998), ‘Kant’s Thesis about Being’ in Pathmarks. Ed. William McNeill. Cambridge: Cambridge UP.
Marion, Jean-Luc (1992), ‘Is the ontological argument ontological? The argument according to Anselm and its metaphysical interpretation according to Kant’ in Journal of the History of Philosophy 30:2 (1992), pp. 201-218 

Williams, Bernard (1978), Descartes: The Project of Pure Enquiry. Atlantic Highlands, N.J.: Humanities Press.
Week 3
[please note, your bibliography must contain all the bibliographical information. These are just brief indications of texts:]
On Kant
Allison, Henry, Kant’s Transcendental Idealism
Anything by Frederick Beiser or Michael Friedman
Deleuze, Gilles, Kant’s Critical Philosophy
Gardener, Sebastian, Routledge Guidebook to Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason

Gadamer, Hans-Georg, Hegel’s Dialectic: Five Hermeneutical Studies (the chapter that deals with the three Kantian faculties: sensibility, understanding, reason).

Kemp Smith, Norman, A Commentary on Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason (see Blackboard site)
Week  4

On Jacobi and the Crisis of the Enlightenment, Hegel
Beiser, Frederick, The Fate of Reason
—  German Idealism
—  Hegel
Michael Friedman’s Parting of the Ways
Gadamer, Hans-Georg, Hegel’s Dialectic: Five Hermeneutical Studies (the chapter that deals with the three Kantian faculties: sensibility, understanding, reason – on the move from Kant to Hegel (one of the greatest ‘German Idealists’ who followed after Kant).)
di Giovanni, George, anything by him will be worth reading (particularly on Fichte and Jacobi).

Jacobi, F.H. Main Philosophical Writings and the Novel Allwill
Lessing, G.E. Philosophical and Theological Writings (includes Jacobi’s ‘Spinoza letters’ (or at least a summary of them).

Mendelssohn, Moses, Morning Hours (also contained in Late Works, by M. Mendelssohn).
Weeks 5 and 6

On Kierkegaard
Adorno, Theodor, Kierkegaard: Construction of the Aesthetic
Derrida, Jacques, The Gift of Death
Kierkegaard, Soren, Either/Or
— Fear And Trembling
— The Concept of Anxiety (also translated as ‘The Concept of Dread’)
— Concluding Unscientific Postscript to Philosophical Fragments
Alison Assiter  (UWE) has written numerous articles and books on Kierkegaard, which should be sought out. Alison, Claire Carlisle, Patrick Gardiner, and George Pattison (and others from the Oxford theology department.
Week 7

On Philosophy and Literature
Adorno, Theodor, Notes to Literature
— Prisms 
Bataille, Georges (2012 [1957]), Literature and Evil. Trans. Alastair Hamilton. London: Penguin.

Benjamin, Walter, passim.

Blanchot, Maurice, ‘Literature and the Right to Death’, in The Work of Fire
Davies, Paul, ‘Blanchot’ in The Blackwell Companion to Continental Philosophy
Derrida, Jacques, ‘Plato’s Pharmacy’ & ‘The Double Session’ in Dissemination
—  ‘Signature Event Context’ in Margins of Philosophy
—  ‘White Mythology’ in Margins of Philosophy
Hamann, J.G. ‘Metacritique of the Purism of Pure Reason’.

Lukács, Georg, Theory of the Novel, on Dostevsky, as well.
— Realism in Our Time aka. The Meaning of Contemporary Realism
Lacoue-Labarthe, Philippe, ‘Typography’ in Typographies
— The Subject of Philosophy
Nancy, Jean-Luc, Discourse of the Syncope [a very difficult text, incidentally, but a big inspiration behind this lecture]
Sartre, Jean-Paul, What is Literature?
On Dostoevsky
Bahktin, Mikhail, Problems of Dostoevsky’s Poetics
Berdyaev, Nicholas (1957 [1934?]), Dostoevsky. Trans. D. Attwater. New York: Meridian. (a.k.a. The World-Outlook of Dostoievsky).

Freud, Sigmund, (2001), ‘Dostoevsky and Parricide’. Trans. XXX in The Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological Works, Vol. 21. London: Vintage.

Kristeva, Julia (1989 [1987]), Black Sun: Depression and Melancholia. Trans. Leon S. Roudiez. New York: Columbia UP.
Weeks 8, 9, and 10

On Nietzsche
Foucault, Michel (1991), ‘Nietzsche, Genealogy, History’ in Paul Rabinow (ed.), The Foucault Reader. London: Penguin. Also in Foucault (2000), Aesthetics, Method, and Epistemology: Essential Works of Michel Foucault 1954-1984, Volume 2. London: Penguin.

Deleuze, Gilles (1983), Nietzsche and Philosophy. Trans. H. Tomlinson. London: Athlone.
Derrida, Jacques (1978), Spurs: Nietzsche’s Styles. Trans. Barbara Harlow. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

— (1988),‘Otobiographies: The Teaching of Nietzsche and the Politics of the Proper Name’ in The Ear of the Other - Otobiography, Transference, Translation: Texts and Discussions with Jacques Derrida. Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press.
Klossowski, Pierre (1997 [1969]), Nietzsche and the Vicious Circle. Trans. Daniel W. Smith. London: Athlone.

Heidegger, Martin (1979-81), Nietzsche, four volumes (particularly 1 and 2). Ed. David Farrell Krell. Trans. D. Farrell Krell, F. Capuzzi, J. Stambaugh. New York/London: Harper Collins.

Allison, David B. (1985) (ed.),  The New Nietzsche: Contemporary Styles of Interpretation. Harvard: MIT Press.
Gillespie, Michael Allen and Strong, Tracy B. (1988) (eds.), Nietzsche’s New Seas: Explorations in Philosophy, Aesthetics, and Politics (particularly Sarah Kofman’s piece, ‘Baubo’). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

— Bataille, Georges (2004), On Nietzsche. Trans. Bruce Boone. London: Continuum.

— Nabais, Nuno (2006), Nietzsche and the Metaphysics of the Tragic. London: Athlone.

— Fink, Eugen (2003), Nietzsche’s Philosophy. London: Athlone.
— Schacht, Richard  (1994) (ed.), Nietzsche, Genealogy, Morality. Berkeley: University of California Press.

— Nehemas, Alexander (1990), Nietzsche: Life as Literature. Harvard: Harvard UP.

Ansell-Pearson, Keith (1997), Viroid Life: Perspectives on Nietzsche and the Transhuman Condition. London: Routledge.

— (2005), How to Read Nietzsche . New York: Granta.

Yovel, Yirmiyahu (1992), Spinoza and Other Heretics, Volume 2: The Adventures of Immanence. Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP.
Week 11 and 12
On Kafka (largely on ‘Before the Law’)
Adorno, Theodor, ‘Titles’ in Notes to Literature, Volume 2 (and elsewhere in these volumes).
— Prisms
Agamben, Giorgio, Homo Sacer, Chapter 4, 'Form of Law' (on Kafka).
—  ‘The Messiah and the Sovereign: The Problem of Law in Walter Benjamin’ (on Kafka) in Potentialities

—  (2007 [2005]),‘The Assistants’ in Profanations. Trans. Jeff Fort. New York: Zone.
Bataille, Georges (2012 [1957]), ‘Kafka’ in Literature and Evil. Trans. Alastair Hamilton. London: Penguin.

Benjamin, Walter, 'Franz Kafka: on the tenth anniversary of his death' and 'Max Brod's Book on Kafka' in Illuminations.
Blanchot, Maurice, 'Reading Kafka' and 'Kafka and Literature' in The Work of Fire. ‘Kafka and the Work’s Demand’ in The Space of Literature.
Deleuze, Gilles & Guattari, Félix (1986 [1975]), Kafka: Toward a Minor Literature. Trans. Dana Polan. Minneapolis: Minnesota UP.

Derrida, Jacques, 'Before the Law' in Acts of Literature, edited by Derek Attridge.
Dolar, Mladen, 'Kafka's voices' in Lacan: The Silent Partners, ed. S. Žižek

Žižek, Slavoj, The Plague of Fantasies, et al.
On Rilke:
Agamben, Giorgio, The Open: Man and Animal
Blanchot, Maurice, ‘Rilke and Death’s Demand’ in The Space of Literature
de Man, Paul, ‘Tropes (Rilke)’ in Allegories of Reading: Figural Language in Rousseau, Nietzsche, Rilke, and Proust
Farrell Krell, David, Lunar Voices
Heidegger, Martin, 'What are Poets for?' in Poetry, Language, Thought
Kaufmann, Walter, From Shakespeare to Existentialism
TERM 2
Weeks 1 and 2

Other texts by Ortega y Gasset
(1932 [1930]), The Revolt of the Masses. Trans. anon. New York: Norton.

(1960, )What is Philosophy? Trans. Mildred Adams. New York: Norton.
Man and People

The Dehumanisation of Art

Phenomenology and Art
And 
Meditations on Quixote.

Some Lessons in Metaphysics.
Secondary Texts
Sánchez Villa Señor, José (1949), Ortega y Gasset: Existentialist. Trans. Joseph Small. Chicago: Henry Regnery.
Weeks 3, 4, and 5

On Heidegger
Anything by Robert Bernasconi, John Sallis, William McNeill, Jacques Derrida, Richard Polt, William J. Richardson, Graham Harman. Introductory books on Phenomenology by Dermot Moran, Robert Sokolowski, et al. might help. Stephen Mulhall’s Routledge Guide to Being and Time is a helpful place to start, but only a starting point. For more on the very particular, if not idiosyncratic reading of Heidegger outlined here, read mine and Tanja Staehler’s introductory text, Phenomenology: An Introduction, or my other works on Heidegger, Heidegger and the Place of Ethics (rather dense and difficult), or Heidegger Beyond Deconstruction (more accessible, but still not necessarily at the right level yet).

Weeks 6, 7, and 8

On Sartre
Robert Bernasconi, How to Read Sartre (the key introduction)

Nick Farrell Fox, The New Sartre
Christina Howells, Cambridge Companion to Sartre
Works by Simone de Beauvoir off her own bat, and those developing Sartre’s thought and on Sartre. Her autobiography (the 2nd volume of 4), The Prime of Life details her life with Sartre.

There is a lot of tedious, dry, limited material on Sartre, which doesn’t do him justice. It’s best to get stuff that at least acknowledges that he wrote something AFTER Being and Nothingness.

Aronson, Ronald (1980), Jean-Paul Sartre: Philosophy in the World. London: Verso.

Badiou, Alain (2009 [2008]), Pocket Pantheon: Figures of Postwar Philosophy. Trans. David Macey. London: Verso.

Deleuze, Gilles (2004), Desert Islands and Other Texts. Trans. Michael Taormina. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Derrida, Jacques (1982 [1972]), ‘The Ends of Man’ in Margins of Philosophy, pp. 109–36. Trans. Alan Bass. Brighton: Harvester Press.

Fanon, Franz (1967), The Wretched of the Earth. Trans. Constance Farrington. London: Penguin.

— (1968), Black skins, White Masks. Trans. Charles Markmann. New York: Grove Press.
Heidegger, Martin (2000 [1945]), ‘Letter on “Humanism”’ in Pathmarks. Edited by William McNeill. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lacan, Jacques, (1998), Four Fundamental Concepts of Psycho-analysis. Trans. Alan Sheridan. New York: Norton.

Levi-Strauss, Claude (1996 [1962]), The Savage Mind (La pensée sauvage). Trans. anon. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Merleau-Ponty, Maurice (1964 [1948]), Sense and Non-Sense. Trans. Hubert L. Dreyfus and Patricia Allen Dreyfus. Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press.

— (1973 [1955]), Adventures of the Dialectic. Trans. Joseph Bien. Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 

— (1992), Texts and Dialogues: On Philosophy, Politics, and Culture. Trans. Michael B. Smith et al. Eds. Hugh J. Silverman and James Barry Jr. Amherst, NY.: Humanity Books.

Weeks 9, 10, and 11

Camus
Camus, Albert (2004 [1942]), ‘The Myth of Sisyphus’ in Albert Camus, The Plague, the Fall, Exile and the Kingdom, and Selected Essays. New York: Alfred A. Knopf (Everyman’s Library).

- (1971 [1951]), The Rebel. Trans. Anthony Bower. Harmondsworth: Penguin [This translation first published by Hamish Hamilton, 1953] [L’Homme révolté, 1951].)

Also:
The Stranger/The Outsider

The Plague
Further Reading
Brée, Germaine (1961), Camus. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers UP.

O’Brien, Conor Cruise (1970), Camus. London: Fontana.

Cruickshank, John (1960), Albert Camus and the Literature of Revolt. New York: Galaxy.

Thody, Philip (1957), Albert Camus: A Study of His Work. New York: Macmillan. 
General Bibliography on Existentialism
(This is a tiny selection of the books that are available on nihilism and existentialism: the swiftest search of the library catalogue for, e.g., ‘existentialism’ or ‘Nietzsche’ will throw up many hundreds of results. For this reason, independent research should be relatively easy for this module! Never rely on the finite selection of things we recommend, or on the ‘essential reading’ alone.)
[In general a search for texts on the philosophical school known as ‘phenomenology’ will also throw up many works relevant to existentialism).]
Beiser, Frederick (1987), The Fate of Reason: German Philosophy from Kant to Fichte. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Cottingham, John (2002), On the Meaning of Life, London: Routledge. 

Crowell, Stephen Galt (2012), The Cambridge Companion to Existentialism, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Dreyfus, Hubert & Wrathall, Mark (eds.) (2006), A Companion to Phenomenology and Existentialism. Oxford: Blackwell.

Flynn, T. (2006), Existentialism, A Very Short Introduction, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Kant, Immanuel (1998), Religion within the Bounds of Mere Reason. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Lewis, M & Staehler, T. (2010), Phenomenology: An Introduction. London: Continuum (includes Chapters on Heidegger and Sartre). 

Reginster, B. (2006), The Affirmation of Life: Nietzsche on Overcoming Nihilism. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Reynolds, Jack (2006), Understanding Existentialism. Chesham: Acumen.
Young, Julian (2003), The Death of God and the Meaning of Life. London: Routledge. 
 Assessments (includes information on re-sits)
	Assessment Strategy


	Assessment will be via essays (two, both 2000 words long) and examination (3 hours). 

For the First Sit, more weight will be placed on the second essay than the first, by which point students will have had time to develop further their skills and draw on feedback. (This unequal weighting will unnecessary for the Resit, in which essays will be equally weighted.) 

The final assessment will be a three-hour summer examination. 


	% weighting between components A and B 
                                                               
	A:  (Exam)          
	B: (Essays)           

	
	40%
	60%

	

	First Sit


	Component A (controlled conditions)
Description of each element
	Element weighting
(as % of component)

	1. Examination (three hours) FINAL 
	100%

	
	

	Component B 

Description of each element
	Element weighting
(as % of component)

	1. Essay (2000 words)
	42%

	2. Essay (2000 words)
	58%

	If you need to re-take an exam/essay, this will all happen in the summer vacation after the academic year is over (July/August):

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Resit


	Component A  (controlled conditions, i.e. an exam)
Description of each element
	Element weighting
(as % of component)

	1. Examination (three hours)
	100%

	
	

	Component B 

Description of each element
	Element weighting
(as % of component)

	1. Essay (2000 words)
	50%

	2. Essay (2000 words)
	50%

	[*** Please note, as the university regulations now stand, if you fail just one element of a component (e.g. one of the essays), you need to resubmit both elements, even if you have passed one of them. Do check the latest regulations on-line, carefully***]
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